THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
launched. The Poor Law of 1834 destroyed the parish unit
and the domestic spirit of the old state of affairs. Its under-
lying principle was the gathering of many parishes together into
what was called a 'union/ with only one institution, called the
'workhouse,' into which the destitute should be put and under
its rules controlled by officials. That was the chief principle;
and the second principle was that the conditions of life in a
workhouse (which saw to it that a man and wife be kept separate,
and which, indeed, was the contradiction of family life in every
detail) should be harder than those obtainable even on the
smallest wage outside. For were pauper conditions made easier
than those on a small wage outside, men would not work for the
small wage and would prefer the workhouse. On these two
principles—(i) the destruction of the family and (2) imprison-
ment for those of the proletariat who did not work—the English
Poor Law of 1834 was founded. Coupled with the newly
organized police, it formed the framework of industrial and
agricultural society throughout the last two-thirds of the nine-
teenth century—the lifetime in which England reached her
summit of total wealth, expansion, and domination.
The Repeal of the Corn Laws. The next point of
reorganization which the increase of industrial capitalism would
demand must necessarily be an addition to the supplies of food
to meet the necessities of the great and growing industrial towns.
In other words, industrial capitalism must have cheap labour,
at the expense of the profits of agricultural capitalism, which
had hitherto been heavily protected, because all the traditions
of the governing class had been agricultural, and because till
the Great Change England had been in the main an agricultural
country. But the conditions which made cheap food come
quickly and made it inevitable were, oddly enough, not those
of England herself but of Ireland.
The term *Corn Laws* signifies those laws regulating the
price and import of corn into this country. There was already
taking place an economic change with which, as the Parlia-
mentary figurehead thereof, the name of the millionaire Peel
is connected. Tariffis on a great number of articles entering
this country, which were really tariffs for revenue more than
anything else, had been abolished, and an income-tax sub-
stituted for them: there had already been an income-tax during
the Napoleonic wars, and it was revived in order to provide the
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